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Fishing for Litter/CleanSea - The Traveling Exhibition

In the sea
I am a fish
A strong current
In the sea
Coral/children playing above the water
In the sea
I am a fish

Poem made by children who participated
in “The Classroom” project during
the Fishing for Litter/CleanSea exhibition in IJmuiden (2013)
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1.0 The Traveling Exhibition
Fishing for Litter/CleanSea
1.1 The Exhibition
As long as KIMO Netherlands and Belgium exists it has
been involved in guarding and securing for the future
the ecological dynamical system of the North Sea and
its adjoining seas. An important aspect of this is pushing back the increasing pollution of the seas and oceans. For this reason KIMO is carrying out the “Fishing
for Litter” project for years and years. It does so in
close cooperation with a number of about 100 fishing
boats and their crew from 12 harbours in The Netherlands. Since the beginning of 2013 KIMO Netherlands
and Belgium is also involved in the European CleanSea
project, in which among others it contributes with the
data of the “Fishing for Litter” project. In the CleanSea
project research is carried out by 17 European organizations to the consequences of the pollutions in seas
and oceans. These and other factors has made KIMO
Netherlands and Belgium decide to set up a traveling
exhibition about the consequences of human action
on the quality of the seas and oceans. With it specific attention is paid to the increasing pollutions. The
Traveling Exhibition “Fishing for Litter” is a composition of elements by which pollution of seas and oceans
and its consequences are shown. With this exposition
KIMO Netherlands and Belgium wants to reach a wide
audience in order to achieve in this way awareness
among children and adults about the world’s largest
ecosystem. The exhibition not only goes into the con-

Photo I: Overview of a part of the exhibition

sequences of the pollution to the ecosystem, but also
shows the range and boundlessness of the seas and
oceans. The exhibition shows a large supply for children and adults. For children there is a memory game, a
short-lived film, a reading table, a sandbox to fish out
litter (Fishing for Litter!), colouring pictures, billboards
with data, takeaway pamphlets, etc.
For adults the exhibition contains a number of significant objects among others about the “Fishing for

Photo II: The Norwegian Fulmar, research of Dr. J.A. van Franeker

Litter” project, that is carried out with a number of fishermen from Western European harbours. Besides attention is paid to projects and studies that give insight
into the consequences of the pollutions of the North
Sea and oceans. Also attention is paid to the measures
that have to be taken. Examples of these are the CleanSea project and the study to the quantity of plastic in
the stomach of the Northern Fulmar, a WUR study.
The collection has been extended with a large supply
of reading matter. On top of that it is possible to show
uninterrupted films on two flatscreens. On banners,
notice boards and posters the various components are
exhibited. Visitors may take note of how long it takes
before metal, glass, paper, plastic, etc. are mouldered.
At the exhibition a Big Bag with litter is shown (this litter has been disposed of dirt and stench).
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At the start of the project pupils of a number of schools
have put up a gallery of works of art about sea and
pollution. Two of the paintings from this are added to
the exhibition.
The intention is that during the tour this collection of
paintings is supplemented by works of art from the pupils from the place where the exhibition is exposed.
(For this purpose see also the added inspirational letter
in the appendix.)
To call wide attention to the subject of the exhibition
we take care of a number of introductions and presentations during the opening. Of course we inform
the press and the organizations involved. KIMO Netherlands and Belgium holds the opinion that children

Fishing
For Litter

should be conscious of the consequences of dumping
litter into the environment, and in doing so into the
ecosystem of seas and oceans as well, as early as possible. For that reason young pupils are involved in the
opening. We ask them to tell in their own way about
seas, beaches and the litter found there. One of the
subprojects connected to the exhibition is the subproject “The Classroom”. You will read more about this
below.

Photo III: Presentation of children during the opening of the exhibition

1.2 Lectures and presentations
During the exhibition KIMO Netherlands and Belgium
takes care of lectures for adults. Aim is to inform visitors and give them insight into the ecological system
of especially the seas and oceans and what the consequences are of overburdening this system. During
these lectures the Fishing for Litter movie is shown, a
15 minutes documentary about the pollution of the
seas and the way to deal with this through the Fishing
for Litter project. Also the CleanSea project with the
studies connected gets full attention during the presentation.
Photo IV: Our chairman of the day
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2.0 The Classroom
In ‘The Classroom’ young children, last 2 or 3 years of
primary school, are taken during a part of the day from
their familiar surroundings ‘into the sea’. As a rule The
Classroom is organized for a hundred children at most.
The Classroom is preferably performed near the exhibition.
The children are provided with a T-shirt with the emblem of the “Fishing for Litter” project on it. After the
children have been welcomed by a manager of the municipality where The Classroom is performed, they will
receive a “Youth Lecture” from a university lecturer.
This lecturer will show the children by a number of simple scientific experiments what happens with litter in
seas and oceans. He or she will also allow the children
to experiment themselves.
For many children this is a unique experience and just
because of this the children become rapidly enthusiastic and the information offered challenges thought.

chemical products and the litter that is poured out
on top of the inhabitants of the sea. But he will also
tell them about the marvellous world of nature deep
down there. Children are then taken to the workshop,
put up in advance by the co-workers who organize The
Classroom on the spot.

Photo V: A scientist Dr. Niels Jonker teaches the Classroom

After this Neptune will especially emerge from the
North Sea to tell the children how good and how bad
it is at the moment to stay in the European waters as
God of the Sea. Neptune will take the children into
the deep waters and tell them about the ships, the

Photo VI: Children’s College
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Photo VII: Entrance of Neptune during The Classroom

In here the children are set to work to make works of art from inert litter. These may be paintings, objects and/or
poems. At the end compilations of these are made which the children receive as picture postcards. To conclude these
four different parts the children are appointed ambassador of the North Sea and they receive a certificate to be
presented by a manager of the municipality concerned.
In appendix I the scenario of The Classroom is added.
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Appendix I
Scenario The Classroom
Organization:
► KIMO Netherlands and Belgium (CleanSea and Wandering Along Sea)
► (to be filled in)
Contacts:
a) KIMO Netherlands and Belgium:
		 Bert Veerman +31 (0)251 263838 mobile: +31 (0)6 22567146
		 Mail: bveerman@milieudienst-ijmond.nl
		 Joke van Dijk +31 (0)251 263891 mobile: +31 (0)6 44307275
		 Mail: jdijk@milieudienst-ijmond.nl
b) (to be filled in)
Location: (to be filled in)
Date: (to be filled in)
Starting time: (to be filled in)
Preparation:
Ask children to write a story or poem about the sea, beaches. Need not especially be about litter. The stories
are bundled afterwards. If e.g. four schools participate, four of the same awards for the best stories. For this
purpose see also the inspirational letter.
Programme (for instance: morning programme)
08.00-08.45 hour
Put materials ready
08.45-09.00 hour
Reception and handing out T-shirts
09.00-09.10 hour
Welcome and explanation about the morning
09.10-09.40 hour
Youth lecture
09.40-09.50 hour
Short break, drink and some snack
09.50-10.20 hour
Neptune tells how it is to live in the North Sea
10.30-11.30 hour
Workshop: Making a work of art from litter
11.30-11.45 hour
Presenting certificates, appointing ambassador of the sea, closing off afterwards, 		
		
thanking speakers and children

General description
With the classroom project we want to make young children conscious of the impact litter can have on the
well-being of the environment and especially of the consequences for seas and oceans. In a pleasant and
educational way we want to show children from the last 2 or 3 years of primary school and let them experience, how differently one can go about with litter so easily left behind in the street.
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Welcome
By a manager (e.g. alderman) the children are welcomed in the Classroom, this manager tells from his own
experiences what litter means for people and nature.
Youth lecture
A university lecturer will take care of a youth lecture about the pollutions of seas and oceans. This happens
preferably in an official ‘professor’s costume’.
Neptune
Neptune will take the children into the deep waters and tell them about how good and also how bad it sometimes is to live in the North Sea; he tells about his wife Amphitrite and his son Triton and three daughters
Rhode, Kymopolea and Benthesikyme who moved to other seas.
Artist workshop
A artist’s collective takes care of four different workshops for children. Afterwards a composition is made
from the material produced. A poster and picture postcards are made from this.
Presentation certificate Ambassador of the North Sea
The participating children are appointed ambassador of the North Sea, for this purpose a certificate is presented. The certificate is presented by Neptune himself. At the presentation the children promise to take
care of the North Sea all their lives.
Requirements The Classroom
- T-shirts CleanSea
- Sound equipment
- Microphone
- Drinks and food
- Certificates
- Thank-you for guest speakers
- Care for a number of workshops
Points of attention:
- Classes beginning from Group 6 are good to handle (10 years)
- T-shirts size 140 and size 152, division 50:50
- Location with beamer and screen is pleasant if necessary
- Sound equipment with microphone
- Keep small distance between speaker and children
- At the most 30 minutes per speaker
- For 4 classes at most 3 speakers
- Several classes, take into consideration shorter period of excitement
- Take into consideration: the further Speaker from children, the shorter the period of excitement
- Use same speaker for opening and closing off
- When closing off, say thanks to the guest speakers
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Inspirational letter
beach panorama

KIMO- Fishing
for Litter/cLEANsEA exposition
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living in the sea
I almost live in a fairy tale
only the people poison my dream with litter
living in the sea
nice rustling of the sea and the smell of salt
living in the sea
just a fairy tale…

This poem was made by children in June 2013 during
The Classroom in the central library in Velsen
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Join in and make a beach panorama for the growing exposition in traveling exhibition
Fishing for Litter
Your school has been chosen to join in the growing beach panorama for the mobile Fishing for Litter exhibition of KIMO Netherlands and Belgium. This exhibition travels from beach resort to beach resort in Europe,
starting in The Netherlands.
The beach panorama is part of The Traveling Exhibition. The beach panorama was started in May 2013 in the
central library of Velsen. In each town where the exhibition is exposed, the beach panorama is extended. In
this way, after a number of years, we want to be able to expose a real exposition of the participating schools.

Photo VIII: A panorama is a long-drawn-out townscape or landscape. (e.g. panorama Mesdag)

Location exhibition
The Fishing for Litter exhibition is to be seen for both young and old from (to be filled in) till (to be filled in)
In the (to be filled in) in (to be filled in)
Information
The pupils receive information about the waste problem and the negative effects of litter on the seas, oceans
and coastal waters. Next with paint and litter the children will make a beach panorama.
Background information
Oil barrels, jerrycans, wrappings, full refuse bags, buoys and paint cans. You name it, or it is on the bottom
of the sea. With the project Fishing for Litter ‘KIMO Netherlands and Belgium’ wants to tackle this pollution.
In The Netherlands more than 100 fishing boats from all fishing ports in The Netherlands participate in this
project.
Annually over 250,000 ships make use of the North Sea. Unfortunately these ships don’t often bring their litter ashore. Unfortunately there are many ships at sea the crew of which, from indolence or habituation, simply throw the litter overboard. Especially merchant ships are guilty of this. In this way the bottom of the sea
has become inconceivably polluted. Annually no less than twenty million kilos of litter has been dumped by
ships into the North Sea. Besides people throw litter just like that in the street, on promenades and beaches.
Because of wind and/or rivers this litter also ends up into the seas and oceans.
KIMO not only wants to make the users of the seas conscious, but all inhabitants of Europe of what litter
does to the European seas and coastal waters. In fact, the project Fishing for Litter is very simple. During
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their work fishermen get lots of rubbish
in their nets. The fishermen co-operating
with KIMO on a voluntary base, bring the
litter along with them ashore, where it is
taken in, removed and processed. For that
purpose the fishing vessels receive Big
Bags (big sacks) to take aboard. At sea,
while sorting out the fish, they can put
the litter taken along into the big bag.
On their return in the harbour, they need
not pay for the processing of the litter,
but they can put the big bag on the quay,
after which KIMO takes care of processing
Photo IX: Full Big-Bags
the litter. The litter is divided into various
flows and taken to the processing factory. Six
times a year the litter from the big bags is monitored to gain insight into the extent and nature of the pollution.
The Fishing for Litter exhibition is part of the Fishing for Litter project and will give people and children insight into the consequences of litter to amongst others our environment and the ecosystem.
Assignment:
Sand, beach, sun, sea and litter. These are the elements for the work of art you can make with a class. A tremendous theme that can be designed by each class in its own way and level.
Each group receives from the (organization) one or two panels in order to make a group work of art collectively. This panel had already been divided into three sections by means of thin lines. The bottom section is for
the sea, the middle one for the beach and the upper one for the dunes and sky. We kindly ask you, when making the beach panorama, to stick to the division, so that the various panels link up with each other. During
its travel the exposition as for its lay-out will form an entity.

DUNES AND SKY
BEACH
SEA
Photo X: Example of a panel
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Materials:
The basis of the work of art will be paint, children can
do their own thing nicely in painting with bright colours and daubs of paint. While coming about sand and
shells can give a splendid effect. Challenge children to
make as well use of litter that is found on beaches and
promenade, or just in the street. Allow them to design
their ideas about pollution on the panels. Allow them
to make something beautiful from litter, wood, rope,
plastic caps etc., glue it to the work, paint it, etc. etc.
Of course each group is free to give the assignment its
own interpretation. We suggest to you: go to the beach
with the children, go beachcombing, think of a sculpture Photo XI: Children make a work of art
of litter, make a painting of nets and plastic. Also these works of art will be added to the exhibition.
Tips
•
		
•
•
•

Let the children write a short story about their beach panorama or about the pollution of the sea and
beaches. These stories are bundled and exposed during the exhibition.
Let the children incorporate words in the beach panorama or work of art.
Challenge the children to work with miscellaneous techniques, collages, to paint, to draw, etc.
Take care of the name of the class and the school being written on the work of art.

Finally
All beach panoramas made are exhibited during the exhibition in the (to be filled in). During the exhibition a
jury will choose the two most beautiful works of art, these will be added to the exhibition.

Photo XII: Beach panoramas created by students in elementary school
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