
Travel Journal
From August 4th until the 9th of August 2013

with the GO 22 in the framework of Fishing for Litter 
and the CleanSea project.
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Poem made by children who participated in “The Classroom” project during the Fishing for Litter/
CleanSea exhibition in IJmuiden (April 2013)

In the sea

I am a fish

A strong current

In the sea

Coral/children playing above the water

In the sea

I am a fish
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KIMO has become a pioneering environmental force which has contributed to a steady reduction in marine pollution 
in Europe’s seas. This momentum must be sustained to ensure our oceans remain healthy for the benefit of vulnerable 

sea-life and for the people who reside on our precious coastlines.

In the KIMO Netherlands\ Belgium Fishing for Litter project more than 

one hundred fishing boats participate and fishermen take Big Bags on-

board their boats to collect the waste that gets into their nets while out 

at sea fishing.

The CleanSea project is using data from the Fishing for Litter project and 

the GO 22 is one of the fishing boats that participate in both the Fishing 

for Litter and the CleanSea projects.

Report by:
B. Veerman

KIMO Nederland en België
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Daily diary  
Early Monday morning at 00.10 hr, I  pick 

up Lex Oosterbaan at the Beverwijk 
train station and after a bit of a search to 
find a good parking spot for the car, in the 
fishing port of IJmuiden, we subsequently 
board the GO 22 at 00.30 hr.  As soon as 
the van with the skipper and crew arrive 
from Goedereede everything proceeds at a 
fast pace.  Everyone has specific tasks be-
fore sailing and in less than 20 minutes the 
boat is ready and the GO 22 sails at 01.00 
hr. from IJmuiden. The weather is quite 
good and the temperature is above 20º C 
as we depart.

Aboard the ship on the journey are: 
the skipper, Mr. Cor Lokker and four crewmembers; 
Gregory (from Poland), Gerrit Vooys (reserve crew 
member in case somebody fails), Jacco Lokker (son 
of Cor Lokker) and Jaap Kievit.  Normally there are 

six crewmembers but one of them is currently on 
holiday.  Gregory lives in Gdansk; he stays six weeks 
on board the GO 22 and then goes home for two 
weeks.   Jaap Kievit lives in Ouddorp,  Gerrit Vooys 
in Heemskerk,  Jacco Lokker lives in Yerseke and 
the skipper in Goedereede.

From August the 4th until August 9th 2013
Participation:
Lex Oosterbaan, Ministry of Infrastructure and Environment, Department of Water, Sea and Delta
Bert Veerman, secretary of KIMO Nederland en België

General information:
Participation from August 4th until August 9th 2013                                                                                                                      
Departure: Sunday to Monday night/morning, August 4th. At 01.00 hour
Technical details of the GO 22: Name of the vessel: Jan Cornelis
Owner: VOF Jan Lokker and Sons
Measurements: 41.05 x 9.00 x 5.10 (meters)
Built in 2005 
Engine: built in 2007
Engine capacity: 1999 HP
Below: three cabins with eight bunks/berths
Postal address: Haveneinde 8
Residence: 3252 LE Goedereede
Telephone nr.: 0187-492838
The GO 22, together with the GO 26, are part of VOF Jan Lokker en Zonen
Mr. Gert Lokker is the skipper on the GO 26 and Mr. Cor Lokker is the skipper on the GO 22
The GO 22 and the GO 26 are both official certified apprentice ships.
However, there are few apprentices as less applications are currently being submitted to the Fisheries and 
Maritime schools.  This situation could cause problems in the future for the fishing industry.
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Sundaynight
It takes some getting used to finding your place on 
board, here there is no official welcome and you 
can come and go where you want.  The bunks to 
sleep in are situated at the port side (left) of the 
ship; the pantry is on the starboard side (right) 
which adjoins the kitchen and the food supplies.   
On the trip Lex will share accommodation with two 
crewmembers in a large cabin and I will share with 
one crewmember in a double cabin. The top bunks 
remain unoccupied.

During the night I speak with Jacco in the pantry 
who says he first sailed a couple of years on the 
GO 26 with skipper Gert Lokker to learn the trade.  
For two years now he has sailed together with his 
father on the GO 22, he was born in Goedereede, 
is married and lives in Yerseke and tells me that 
his father in law works in the mussel fishery. Jacco 
goes onto say about the difficult situation in which 
the fishing fleet finds itself today with extremely 
high fuel prices and very low income from fish 
sales, which he thinks is due to prices being kept 
systematically low. The ship uses 28.000 litres of 
fuel per week fishing which costs over € 18.000 and 
there is also the maintenance of the ship and the 
write-off to be considered.  These costs need to 
be met first before the earnings of the crew.  Any 
proceeds from the fish sales are divided in a certain 
ratio amongst the crew and at times it can happen 
that there is hardly any money being earned.  For 
instance, to obtain loans gives a continuous pro-
blem when there is no fixed income on an annual 
basis.

Fishing boats with an engine capacity of more than 
300 HP are not allowed to fish within the 12 mile 
zone and as the GO 22 has an engine capacity of 
1999 HP we are sailing to the borderline of the 12 
mile zone before the fishing starts.  The boat has a 
license to fish in a certain part of the North Sea.  

Lex and I go on to talk to the skipper, Mr. Cor Lok-
ker, in the wheelhouse, here you take your shoes 
off and enter in your socks.  From the wheelhouse 
you have a very nice view of the North Sea and we 
sail in the vicinity of the anchorages before IJmui-
den.  Tonight we count twelve to fourteen ships 
that are anchored before IJmuiden waiting for new 

destinations.  Cor Lokker explains the various moni-
tors in the wheelhouse and he also tells me about 
his daughter Marianne; if it had been up to her, 
she would have also gone into the fishing trade.  
Mr. Lokker goes onto explain that you have to be 
very strong willed to survive as a woman amongst 
the fishing folk which consist mainly of men.

At 02.00 hrs we are outside the 12 mile zone and 
the fishing nets are being let down but before this 
happens there is a very sharp alarm that goes off 
and the crew members leave their bunks to arrive 
on deck to start work. This alarm goes of every 
time the crew has to leave their bunks and as soon 
as the nets are down the crew go back to their 
bunks.  We stay with the skipper on the bridge and 
wait for the first haul of fish.

At a certain moment we are sailing 15 miles from 
the coast, this is approximately 28 kilometers and 
it is remarkable to still be able to see the whole 
coast.  The weather is clear and this means that you 
should also be able to see the GO 22 from land, 
which leads me to think that the windmills are also 
visible from a distance of 15 miles off the coast.  In 
the meantime there is busy radio contact going on 
with crew members on the OD 17. Whilst fishing 
they went straight through the upright fishing nets 
of a Danish fishing boat.   This Danish boat has a 
net of five times (5x) the length of 15 kilometers 
as “staand wand” set out and is in total 75 kilo-
meters.  At the beginning \end of the net there is 
a marker and the nets are approx. 3 meters high.  
The bottoms of the nets are weighed down with 
lead and at the top there are floaters, these nets 
reach to the bottom of the North Sea.
At four o’clock the alarm rings and the crew ap-
pear on deck within two minutes to make sure that 
the fish go into the right places.  The fish are then 
transported up on a conveyor belt to two sorting 
belts after which they are cleaned and taken to the 
cold storage.  The GO 26, on which Gert Lokker is 
sailing, is in the vicinity of the GO 22 and we follow 
them via the radar. For our first night onboard, Lex 
and I stayed up until 04.30 hrs.  The alarm goes off 
on board every two hours for the crew get up out 
of their bunks to haul the fish on board and sort 
them.  There is no escape from the sharp signal of 
the alarm and you wake up every time.
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Monday, August 5th 2013
Today I am up at 08.00 am, I shower and have 
breakfast and see that the weather is calm, it’s 
going to be a warm day and I am curious to know 
if it will stay this way on the GO 22.  Lex gets out 
of his bunk at 10.00 hrs and at eleven he is already 
peeling potatoes.  A hot meal takes place at lunch 
time on board and in the evenings there is bread.   
At 12.00 o’clock we photograph the haul of the 
fish and see there is not a lot of waste.  On fishing 
trips the boat also catches a lot of bones and teeth 
from mammoths which are kept separate.   All the 
fish get sorted at the two sorting belts and are 
stripped at the same time, apart from the mullet.  
The fish then get stored in cases in the cold storage 
room where it is really icy cold.  At 14.00 hrs, with 
the next haul, there is a piece of airplane wing in 
the net.  The net has to be cut open so that the 
airplane wing can be removed and the net resto-
red for continuous fishing.  It is anything but quiet 
in the North Sea; we pass many ships and see the 
transportation of a complete oil platform.  Today 
we also had a piece of the cake Lex brought with 
him.
 

Tuesday, August 6th 2013
Today the boat swings more than yesterday and to 
my surprise it is past nine in the morning when I 
wake up after going to sleep early on Monday eve-
ning at around eleven. Every two hours we are wo-
ken up by the piercing sound of the alarm which 
can be heard in every space on board and I admire 
the crew for being able to get up day and night to 
work at hauling, sorting and cleaning the fish.  The 
sorting and cleaning of the fish take about an hour 

and in the other hour the crew have to do all their 
other activities such as cooking, eating, sleeping 
and showering.  When I talk to the crew about the 
short sleep pattern they say that it doesn’t bother 
them, it has a certain routine but I am left thinking 
it’s a very tough working environment.

On Tuesday morning I felt a bit giddy even though 
the boat didn’t really rock that much.  On the 

mainland the weather has been bad especially in 
the north part of the country and the swell that 
has arisen is possibly from the bad weather in 
the northern part of the North Sea.  I thought to 
myself,  I will go outside to help sort the fish, but I 
didn’t get far, I felt my stomach cramp and before 
I knew it I was hanging over the side of the boat.  
With Lex, it wasn’t going any better; he stayed in 
his bunk and was seasick as well.  

The sea begun to get calmer during the morning 
and from twelve o’clock I worked in the cycle of 
sorting and cleaning the fish.  I had to put on boots 
and a waterproof jacket\ trousers and I assisted 
with stripping the fish and cleaning plaice.  Clea-
ning the other types of fish is more complex and 
best left to the crew. There is a special way of clea-
ning them which you have to be experienced in.  

You do however quickly learn the difference 
between the various types of fish.  Plaice, sole, 
snapper, brill, turbot, are the most common types 
caught with most of the haul being plaice. The 
Big Bag with waste is now getting quite full and I 
notice that there are very few fishing nets among 
the waste.  There is a mix of items in the bag, not 
just one particular thing and I see a large can with 
dried up paint, belts, ropes, plastic and other smal-
ler cans. Our hot meal of the day is being prepared 
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by Jacco.  We have potatoes, vegetables out of a 
pack and a piece of meat, in general a hearty meal.  
The television on the boat is on day and night and 
the most popular channels are RTL4, 7 and Vero-
nica.  I go to sleep at 00.30 hr. today to prepare 
for an early day again and wonder to myself what 
exactly is early here.

Wednesday, August 7th 2013 
Today we get up at 08:00 am and we are approxi-
mately 60 miles away from the coast of IJmuiden 
in the British part of the North Sea.  The weather 
is quiet with little swell and there are hardly any 
other boats to be seen.  I had breakfast together 
with Lex and I went around ten to the wheelhouse 
to continue this report. Today I also aim to chart 
the sailing schedule as a trial for the CleanSea pro-
ject. This will be done by means of a monitor list 
which is part of the CleanSea project.  

Today Lex had to contact home regarding a sick re-
lative and he managed to do this by email.   Jacco 
and Lex have had a discussion about discarding 
domestic waste overboard and Lex has also made 
a start on cleaning and sorting the fish.  On one 
of the photos taken on this trip you can see a blue 
synthetic piece of wire coming out of the gill of a 
fish and we take more photos of this. 

Together with the haul of fish there is also a nice 
lobster this time, which is kept separate for the fish 
auction. This afternoon I interviewed Jaap Kievit, 

who has sailed with Cor Lokker for thirty years.  
Our first Big Bag was full of waste on Tuesday 
evening and the second one is now also filling up.  
In the evening we watch football on the TV in the 
pantry and get to sleep at 12.30 hrs.

Thursday, August 8th 2013
Again I get up at 08:00 am, have breakfast and 
speak with Lex about the Fishing for Litter project. 
The weather is beautiful it’s a clear day, no clouds 
in the sky and hardly any swell.  Around 09:30 hrs 
we go to the wheelhouse to work on the report 
and the processing of the data for the CleanSea 
project and today we will chart the sailing schedu-
le.  The weather is calm, few clouds and wind force 
3 à 4 and today is Jacco’s 30th birthday.  Around 
eleven o’clock we get the British Fisheries Protec-
tion Vessels in view and it seems they are after the 
GO 22.  Luckily we have just sailed from British 
waters into the Dutch part of the North Sea.  The 
British can still come on board but in case anything 
is wrong the boat comes under the Dutch legal sy-
stem and will not be transported to a British port.  
After a while the ship disappears from view.  Today 
Lex has scrubbed the upper deck this morning with 
a bucket and a broom and I have spent most of the 
day in the wheelhouse. 
Thursday evening is chips and croquettes night, 
the evening is spent watching some TV and we set 
off to sleep at 11.30 hrs.  Tomorrow morning is an 
early start at 02:00 hrs so we can experience the 
last hours of the trip back to the port of IJmuiden.   
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Reisverslag in het kader van Fishing for Litter- en het CleanSea project

Friday,August 9th 2013
Today we got up at 01:45 am at the signal for the 
last haul. The last codes (Northern latitude and Eas-
tern longitude) of the sailing schedule have been 
put into the e-tables. This week 2050 kilos of sole 
have been caught, 138 cases of plaice (42kg/case) 
and 34 cases of brill and turbot (25kg/case), 21 
cases of mullet, 17 cases of dab, 3 cases of flounder 
and 5 cases of ray.  At 03:15 am we enter the port 
of IJmuiden. The fish are taken out of the boats 
cold storage on pallets and placed on the quay to 
be collected by a forklift truck for the fish auction.
There are two full Big Bags of waste as well as 
some loose items, such as the airplane wing and 
other large iron objects.  It is noticeable that there 
are few fishing nets. We try to put a number on 
the Big Bags but this is unsuccessful, then we ma-
nage to put a yellow sticker on three handgrips.  
Early Friday morning we talk to Marcel de Koning 
of IJmuiden Seaport to point out that the Big Bags 
and loose waste should be kept separate.  We also 
inform Daan van Mullem about this and Jacco tells 

us that at times they do collect pieces of fishing net 
which are mainly damaged nets that have been 
lost at sea.
The Big Bags with the waste are also being pla-
ced on the quay and will be collected by IJmuiden 
Seaport for transportation to Bek and Verburg.  
Later in the morning we went to the sorting of the 
fish at the auction hall with Cor Lokker.  In the auc-
tion hall the fish is sorted by size from a number of 
ships.  In one section the fish of the GO 22 is being 
sorted and there are an incredible number of fish 
cases there all together.  At 06:30 hrs we went to 
the canteen of the fish auction for a tea and coffee 
and then went to pack our bags.  Around 08:00 am 
the truck of IJmuiden Seaport came to collect the 
Big Bags to be kept separate at their location in 
Westerduinweg, IJmuiden.  Lex and I went to say 
good bye to the crew and thanked them very much 
for the past week.  I went home at 08:15 hrs with a 
bag full of fish and Lex is given a lift home to Voor-
schoten by the skipper and the crew before they 
go to their homes too.

Cor Lokker, is 53 years old, married and the father 

of two children, Marianne and Jacco. He lives at 

Goeree Overflakkee on the pier near the village 

of Goedereede.  Many years ago the pier was the 

entrance to the canal of the port of Goedereede 

and today the old locks still exist as part of a listed 

monument.  Cor has already worked 36 years in the 

fishing trade, it is his life and livelihood.  His father 

started fishing in 1963 with a Botter called “De 

Cornelis” which has an engine capacity of 180 HP 

and he fished all over the North Sea, Cor and his 

brother Gert joined the VOF in 1983. Cors father 

died suddenly in 2000, after which he carried on 

together with his brother.  His mother took over his 

father’s part of the business and now at 72 years of 

age is still very actively involved in the fishery. 

The company Jan Lokker en Zonen have, since their 

establishment, done bottom-fishing and had new 

ships built in 1999, 2002 and 2007. The fishing ships 

they sail now are the GO 26 built in 2002 and the 

GO 22 built in 2007. The GO 22 is between 45 and 

48 weeks per year 

at sea.  Gert Lokker, 

of the GO 26, has two sons 

who want to continue the business.  One 

of his sons already works on the GO 26, the other 

one is still at school but joins the crew during the 

holidays.  Jacco is the son of Cor and if everything 

works out, and it is financially possible, then he will 

take over the business part belonging to his father.  

One condition is that towards the future they can 

make use of Pulskor-fishing, if this is not being allo-

wed by Brussels, then the fisheries will come to an 

end. 

Currently Cor is having problems at the bank with 

paying the bills, but with Pulskor fishing the boat 

only needs half the fuel that is used now and by 

doing this they can make fishing profitable again. 

The crew on board is already a bit older, some 

have been connected to the company for over 30 

years and Cor has a lot of trust in them as everyone 

Interview with Mr. Cor Lokker on Thursday 
morning, August 8th in the wheelhouse
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knows their responsibilities and this gives him sup-

port in his business.  Apart from the fishing itself 

Cor is also very committed to the fishing sector.  At 

the end of the last century he was closely involved 

as a leader of the blockade at the IJmuiden locks 

protesting about the stifling regulations which 

were imposed by the government.  He has a clear 

opinion about the fisheries policy and believes 

there is insufficient lobbying going on in Brussels.   

The fishery sector sits at the table at the final de-

cision making but Cor believes it lacks the contacts 

in the preliminary meetings where most decision 

making is being prepared.

 After the “Produktschap voor Vis” was abolished, 

contacts have become even less. This was not a 

desired cut by the Ministry and also was not wished 

for by the fishery sector.  Cor does not find this a 

good situation and says that the new rule from 

Brussels to bring in all by-catch has few positive 

reactions.  The fishery will oppose this with tooth 

and nail and already initiatives are being made to 

prevent this measure.  He also finds the fact that 

the fishery is being put under the Ministry of Eco-

nomic Affairs a step backward. One has to see and 

wait and see if, within this department, the fishery 

will get as much attention as it did with the previ-

ous Ministry of LNV (Dutch Ministry of Agriculture, 

Nature Management and Food).

About the control at sea, Cor states, that once 

every two months they get a visit from the British 

Fisheries Protection Vessels. This he finds is a good 

thing and says that the British Fisheries Protection 

Vessels check the information and disappear off 

the ship. The British control is very different, the in-

spectors assume in principle that there is something 

wrong with the catch or the use of the nets.  If they 

find something which is not right the boat can be 

taken to a port in the UK and can remain there un-

til a judge has made a ruling, which can take three 

days.  The British may also carry out inspections in 

the Dutch waters and if they find something the 

ship will be directed to a Dutch port.  Mr. Lokker 

finds The Foundation Financing Waste products on 

Fisheries (SFAV) a good regulation.  Waste products 

containing oil are no longer being put overboard 

since this ruling and the fishery can leave their 

chemical waste in port.  A disadvantage is the price 

of the SFAV membership, when it started fishermen 

paid € 500- a year, now it is already € 1200. a year.

As far as the Fishing for Litter project is concerned: 

Mr. Lokker and his crew have participated with the 

project for more than eight years already. He finds 

it an excellent project and he finds that all waste 

they ‘fish up’ and take with them into the Fishing 

for Litter project, will not appear again. The do-

mestic waste is a problem on board as this is not a 

part of the Fishing for Litter project but also cannot 

be put overboard.  The best solution would be to 

have a separate arrangement for the domestic was-

te in the port of IJmuiden where domestic waste is 

often a problem when garbage bags are placed on 

the quay and seagulls tear them open.  The GO 22 

finds ammunition in their nets around ten times a 

year, this is then marked and put back at sea after 

which the coastguard is alerted as there is a cer-

tain  protocol to be followed.  Mr. Lokker would 

like to participate in the CleanSea project as does 

his brother Gert. They say that KIMO can have the 

information they require and if there are people 

from the CleanSea project who want to sail with 

them, then that is also possible.  Cor has already 

had someone from the University on board for two 

weeks who looked back at the journey with great 

pleasure, despite the seasickness. 

About the price of the fish:

For the plaice they receive approximately € 1,20 

per kilo at the auction in IJmuiden, in the shops the 

value is four to five times more.  Then there is the 

competition with for instance the tilapia fish and 

the sole sells also in the shop three to four times 

the original price.  The chain could do a lot more 

by promoting, by letting less money flow away at 

the middle trade and by advertising more.  Cor 

feels very connected with his profession as a fisher-

man, he has grown up with it and is accustomed to 

it and finds, despite all the problems he encoun-

ters, in his business operations, every week again a 

challenge when he leaves the port.  The freedom 

which was there in the early days in the fisheries 

is gone but still he enjoys time again and again on 

Monday morning in the early hours when they cast 

off the moorings.

9
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Jaap Kievit is married and has a stepson who wor-
ked a couple of years for Bek en Verburg.  Bek en 
Verburg is a waste disposal company from Rotter-
dam and they process the waste from the Fishing 
for Litter project for KIMO.  Jaap has completed 
five years of training at the Fishery school in Stel-
lendam. During his studies, to earn some extra 
money, he often worked in the sheds of the fishery 
amongst others at Lokker to repair nets and to do 
other odd jobs.  He has been working for thirty 
years at the Lokker Company and sailed all that 
time with Cor Lokker.  Two years ago he went on 
another course so he could steer the ship and the 
ship he now sails was rebuilt in 2005. The previous 
ship was built in 1999 and has been sold to a skip-
per in Texel.

Jaap says that there has been an increase in fish 
stocks during the past few years and that because 
the price for fish is low just now so also is the in-
come for the ship. The fishing fleet has more than 
halved since he begun to sail but he finds the re-
gulations in general all right. Approximately once 
every two months there is an inspection carried out 
by the AID (General Inspection Authority)  and this 
usually concerns the registration of the fish and 
the types of fish.  The police also inspect the ship 

concerning the crew and the paperwork.  He finds 
the Fishing for Litter project a good project and 
says you can notice that the fishing grounds are 
getting cleaner in comparison with before.  Jaap is 
of the opinion that the project should carry on and 
says the most special item he has found in the nets 
in the past 30 years was an old pair of binoculars, 
which he cleaned up and now has on display in his 
house.  Besides this, he found the undercarriage 
of a lorry which he thought was also pretty spe-
cial.  GO 22 often fishes in line from IJmuiden to 
the United Kingdom. The fishermen from Urk are 
often more to the north while the fishermen from 
Zeeland are more in the direction of the Channel. 

The more you go south the dirtier the sea gets, in 
the run to Rotterdam and Antwerp you can actu-
ally fill a Big Bag with every haul.  Jaap finds that 
the increase in shipping on the North Sea is not 
that noticeable, as most of the time they do their 
fishing outside the shipping routes.  The rhythm of 
sleeping and working on board is not a problem 
for him, he finds life aboard a free and nice life 
and after 30 years he doesn’t need instructions as 
he knows how it all operates.

Interview with Jaap Kievit on 
Wednesday afternoon in the wheelhouse
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Monitor information for the CleanSea project:

• Monday morning 12 miles out of the coast started the first haul
• Then every two hours new haul
• IJmuiden has code 72
• Every two hours is the position of the ship recorded
• The North Sea is divided in blocks of 30 x 30 miles
• The registration by the GO 22 is North latitude and Eastern longitude

What we do in the CleanSea project is:
• To register the ship every two hours in order to determine in which area the waste is collected
• The Big Bags are encoded, for instance GO22-101
• The distance the GO 22 covers in one haul is about 7 miles
• These two hours include the discharging and sorting of the fish and putting the net back into the sea.   
• The ship is stationary during this operation. Normally this takes 15 minutes.
• The lay out in the tables is according to “Statistical compartments ICES” . The information to be filled in   
 will be through the CleanSea project and be transmitted digitally to the participating ships.
• The Big Bags will be numbered.
• In reporting will the numbering of the Big Bags be tied to the date.
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